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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
98-975 November 15, 1984 Washington DC
THE VOTE SEEN IN A SPECIAL LIGHT. Two young wOlllen were interviewed in Denver,
Colorado the day before our national elections. Both left the news reporter
with a vague impression that it didn't actually matter--or that ne~her were
very concerned--over who won or lost on November 6th.
Neither of the two seemed anxious about what most Americans were taking
as serious stuff: the job of choosing between this or that candidate for a
host of offices at the national, state and local level.
Instead--the two young women chatted away about how exciting it was to
sign your name to a voter registration card, gst a ballot and go into one of
those little booths.
Nothing at first left yoU with the feeling these women really knew what
they were supposed to do:
Nothing, that is, until you learned that both were from a cOllllllUl1ist
dominated country and had immigrated to the United States.
That's why the winners and losers were not so all-important to these
women. They were head over heels thrilled. Why? Because. as one of them
aaid--we get to choose; we actually get to choose:
The operative word here is choice; Both women readily confessed they had
never been given a choice back in their cOllllllUniat controlled country. Both
said that "free choice" was not among the opportunities which a citizen in
a cOllllllUniat dominated country could ever en'oy.
But free choice is the most highly cherished privilege which Americans
enjoy. And as I write this message to South Texans on the morning after our
national elections. we are all dignified by our democratic system which has
spoken through the will of the people.
On the dsy after this election, the winner and the loser appear as one.
Both are microphones for the will of the people--and both have already given,
thanks for the sanctity of choice that distinguishes America. And we continue
as before when I begin my eleventh term of service in the House. God bless
and keep you all.
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